How to Start Painting & 
Playing 40k! 


By Death_By_Orange 


Step 1: Choose a faction! 


3 parts of choosing: 


1. Playstyle 
2. Looks 
3. Lore 


Now following is the a long summary about factions! 


Also watch this but also know that this shit is goofy as all hell at times! 


Space Marines 


The poster boys! You have probably seen or heard of them before! They are a 
midsize generalist army that can be played in any playstyle from shooting to 
melee to psychic! If you are unsure of what you want to play and/or don't 
know what aesthetic you prefer they are easy to pick up and have a too much 
fucking support! WE DON'T NEED MORE FUCKING LIEU AIGIHASIDFH 
Sorry about that! Enjoy some lieutenants! They are part of the Imperium and 
serve as their swiss army knife! Moderate price if you don't buy every new 
release! 


Grey Knights! 


Old medieval looking dudes! A more elite and significantly more psychic based 
army! They hunt down daemons and have a scorched earth policy! They are 
more dickish than your usual Space Marine! More elite means you will pay less 
overall! 


Imperial Guard (or Astra Militarum if you are silly) 


The common army of the Imperium! People from all planets fight together 
against the horrors of the galaxy! VERY hordey and EXPENSIVE! They use 
sheer overwhelming number of shots to obliterate your enemy to a fine ashen 
paste! The hammer to the Space Marine's swiss army knife. Soon to have 
their model line redone! 


Adepta Sororitas 


The legal loophole of “the Ecclesiarchy will never have a standing force of 
men!" A league of battle nuns in power armour! They are a slow gunline with 
melee capabilities! Newer models means they are a bit more expensive! They 
hate heretics and have faith so strong they resist the Warp (the place from 
whence magic and Chaos comes from)! Shout out to the pipe organ tank! 


Adeptus Custodes/Talons of the Emporer 


THE elite army that still has a somewhat significant board presence! They 
like gold and, despite the more expensive singular models, are cheap to field 
due to how few you will have! VERY melee heavy! The Sisters of Silence cover 
the Golden boys’ psychic weakness! They are the BEST of the BEST; equipped 
with only the Imperium’s finest weapons and armor! 


pe WARHAMMER 


Adeptus Mechanicus 


The industrial powerhouse of the Imperium! They are huge fucking hypocrits! 
They are very weird rules wise but mainly shoot! A newer army so more 
expensive and are a bit harder to paint! Atompunk vibe! This sums it up! 


Imperial/Chaos Knights 


A feudal house and their castle wake up and turn into a mech! The nobles, 
when not doing normal feudal lord stuff, ride fucking mechs that are over 12 
thousand years old! Big mecha = less models = decent price surprisingly! I 
wouldn't run them as a full army though! They work great as a single, or more, 
model(s) plopped into another imperial army! Chaos knights are that but spiky 
and with chaos! 


Chaos Space Marines! 


Space Marines but spiky and with much less model support for the 
non-specialized CSM factions (Death Guard, Thousand Sons)! 


Chaos Daemons 


Daemons! What did you expect! They are generally a melee force! Khorne = 
PURE MELEE! Slannesh = FAST! Nurgle = SLOW BUT TANKY! Tzeentch = 
PSYCHIC SHIT! If you play them you can play all 3 Warhammer games as 
they all use the same models between eachother! 


eg 
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Eldar: 3 types 


Elves... in SPAAAAACE! Craftworld fly around being sad about the murder fuck other eldar did in 
the past! Dark Eldar did the murder fucking and didn't get punished but decided to be literally the 
worst beings in the galaxy and thus have a bdsm look! Harlequins are Clown Elves... IN 
SPAAAAAACE! They are the custodes equivalent for the Space elves! All three of whom are glass 
cannons to varying degrees (Dark Eldar are like tissue paper while Craftworlders are printing paper 
and Harlequins are construction paper that keeps on giving you paper cuts! Can do lots of stuff but 
units are very specialized! Don't play the Clowns alone as they have basically no models! Each of the 
three can work together! Ynnari are there too I guess! Moderateish price! Elitish or Hordish! 


Tyranids 


Fun fact: Starcraft was originally going to be a 40k game and Zerg were 
Tyranids! Either way, SPACE LOCUSTS! THE Horde! Mainly melee but a 
surprising mix of shooting and psychic! VERY expensive! Old models and so 
many of them! 


Genestealer Cults 


Genestealers steal your genes and make you more like genestealers! They act 
like beacons for the endless Tyranid swarm! You use guerilla tactics and 
industrial weapons! Think of a workers revolutions but with braiv .r~-! 
Newer and hordey so more expensive! Mad max vibe! 


Necrons 


Space Egyptian Terminators! They are waking up around the galaxy! VERY 
easy to paint (prime black, dry brush silver, paint chosen light color) and 
pretty good price wise! They are a very slow gunline with additional melee and 
psychic replacements that don't happen in the psychic phase! Elitish or 
hordish! 


OKRS AR DA BEST ORKS AR DA BEST 


OKRS AR DA BEST CUZ WE AR GREEN AND GREEN IZ DA BEST!!! WEV 
GOT CHOPPA, DAKKA, AN WEYRD GITS DAT UZ PSYCHIC STUFF!! 
HONESTLY OUR DAKKA IS A BIT INACCURATE BUT THAS OK CUZ WEZ 
DBA BEST AND WE UZ DA CHOPPA! WAAAAAAAAGH! The Orks are mainly a 
mainly army with silly shooting and psychic! They are just football (european 
meaning) fans! ‘ERE WE GO!!! Expensive because old models and its horde 
nature! : 


The Tau Empire 


The relative good guys (except rarsight he is literally a good guy) of this 
grimdark universe! They advance on forward instead of decaying and use new 
tech instead of old stuff! Except for minor exceptions there is only shooting! 


They fight like a modern army ina way! Mecha, lasers, alien buddies such as 
kroot and titanfall aalorel A 


Leagues of Votann 


The new guys; just added recently (well really a revival of an old army)! New = 
Expensive! I can't really give that much of a review tbh! They are mainly 
shooting with strong melee options! I think that they are more elite! The 
curved panel cousin to the Tau's angular panels! Nasapunk! Hypercornarate 
clone dudes with ai overlords and they eat planets!(?) 


Step 2: The Supplies 


Models: CHOOSE A KILL TEAM BOX They are smaller cheaper and the big boxes can be split with friends which is nice 
(search Kill Team boxes for more) If you really want to get into normal 40k first then choose a troops option for your 


faction 
Paint: Vallejo Starter Set 


Brushes: THE cheap shit 


Primer : Black Whi te (do not get the expensive stuff this works great, get both for Zenithal Highlighting priming, get them at homedepot or your local hardware store, if you are gonna spend 
P 9.9 P y' y g P 
a little more don't do it on this) 


"Glue": Plastic Cement (make sure the models you get are compatible) 

Wash: Nuln Oil (Black for cool colors) Agrax Earthshade (brown for warm colors) 

Knife: Basic ass X-Acto Knife Clippers: These are just the ones I have, these could be replaced with clippers more specifically made for minis 
Optional: Choose a texture paint for bases Basing grass and shit Elmers glue DO NOT USE TO GLUE THE MINIS 


Step 3: How Paint? 
There are a variety of tutorials I recommend: 
Goobertown is the big one, he covers all the bases but 


Midwinter and Miniac both have different ways of painting 


DO NOT FEEL RESTRICTED BY ONLY USING ONE VIDEO'S 
STRATEGIESI!!!! AND FEEL FREE TO FIND OTHER VIDEOS|!!! THESE 
ARE ONLY RECOMMENDATIONS! 


Step 4: How Play? 


i, 


e. 


GW is there to suck up your money! Don't buy the codicies unless you really like 
books: wahapedia.ru <- Collection of various Warhammer rules 

BATTLESCRIBE IS A GODSENT (ask me and I'll help set it up) It might have 
been removed from app stores because of a recent kerfuffle 


with only 10 or so models which is both cheaper in case you realize you hate the 
hobby and allows you to put more effort into those 10ish models! 

Find people near you who play and/or paint! The hobby is much more fun with 
two people motivating each other to keep on painting! 

This video by Play On Table Top (They are awesome and great and they 
responded to my comment saying “Thanks for this wonderful tutorial" with 
“You're very welcome!” They have a ton of videos of just games of 40k!) 
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